
TRENT BOWERS  • Superintendent

D E A R  R E S I D E N T S :

The 2021-2022 school year is officially underway. While we are not “back to 
normal,” I am incredibly grateful to be back together again.

Our goal is to see continued academic progress despite the unusual 
circumstances of learning during pandemic times. Our staff is working hard to 
support students and ensure they are learning to their highest potential. 

Phase 1 of our Master Facilities Plan is now complete. Our new middle school 
spaces are incredible learning environments for kids. Our elementary schools are 
now Kindergarten – 5th grade and middle schools are 6th – 8th grade. Our Slate 
Hill students have begun as freshman at Worthington Kilbourne High School. 
In September, the district hosted open houses at our newly renovated middle 
schools. Visitors can see first-hand how our new and expanded classrooms, 
commons and media centers will better serve our students in today’s learning 
environment.

We are also focusing on the second phase of our Master Facilities Plan, a process 
led by the community. With the information gathered through the help of experts 
and community feedback, our vision moving forward is starting to take shape. 

This is an exciting time for Worthington Schools. With the support of our staff and 
community, we were able to make it through an especially challenging year and 
we look forward to making the 2021-2022 school year the best it can be!

Sincerely,

message
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OUR MISSION: TO EMPOWER A COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS WHO WILL CHANGE THE WORLD.

Worthingway Principal Nathan Kellenberger 
poses with students in front of the Change the 
World sign in their newly renovated building. 

T H E  O F F I C I A L  WOR T H I N G T O N  C I T Y  S C H O O L S  N E W S L E T T E R



FACILITIES

UPDATE
We were thrilled to welcome our sixth-grade 
students to our new and updated middle 
schools. The district hosted community open 
houses to allow residents a first-hand peek into 
our amazing middle schools. Kilbourne Middle, 
Worthingway, Perry/Phoenix, and McCord 
all hosted successful events. Worthington 
Kilbourne High School also greeted the newest 
Kilbourne Wolves — students who live in the 
Slate Hill elementary attendance area. 

The voice of our community is an integral part 
of our planning process and we were incredibly 
pleased to gather general feedback at our 
recent community meeting. We invite you to 
participate in this process. We will continue to 
schedule community meetings to help guide us 
through this process.

Now that Phase 1 of the Master Facilities Plan 
is complete, we are moving on to the next 
phase. Phase 2 plan includes renovation and 
major replacement for sections of Thomas 
Worthington High School, select renovations 
at Worthington Kilbourne High School, and 
replacement of 1-2 elementary schools.

To date, we have held six of eight planned 
Master Facilities Planning committee meetings. 
We have undergone a subdivision and housing 
analysis in order to better understand the 
future of student enrollment. At the most recent 
community meeting, we were excited to share 
a draft of the second phase with the community 
and we are looking forward to adjusting our 
plan to meet the needs of the community.  

Miss Invention Convention 
herself stopped by London's 
home to give her a first  
place ribbon for creating  
the Oobleck Armadillo  
Armor 2.0 when she was at  
Evening Street Elementary! 
(London Andersen is now  
in 6th grade at KMS) 

Worthington Hills Elementary School Music Teacher Kara Johansen who 
was awarded the Gary Smith Compassionate Teaching Award! Her efforts 
to reach & teach students has been truly heroic! The nominations included 
comments like — She is a “ray of sunshine” who refuses to “define kids by 
their worst behavior” but instead finds “the beautiful and imperfect lights 
that live within” them. 



Worthington Schools is now a one-to-one school 
district. That means each and every student has access 
to a technology device to support their learning. 
Tools such as Chromebooks expand course offerings, 
experiences, and access to learning materials and 
allow for a more personalized educational experience 
for all students. More access to technology will better 
prepare students for their world once they graduate.

MORE ACCESS TO 
TECHNOLOGY FOR 
ALL STUDENTS

ON THE LEFT, Sarah 
(Stimpert) Zettler's first day 
of kindergarten at Colonial 
Hills Elementary with  
Mrs. Riggs. ON THE 
RIGHT, Sarah (Stimpert) 
Zettler's first day of 
teaching kindergarten  
at Colonial Hills with  
Mrs. Riggs. 

Meet 3rd graders Madison 
& Morgan who attend 
Worthington Estates. 
Their grandmother was a 
Kindergarten teacher at the 
school and made dresses 
for their mother to wear to 
school. Now, those dresses 
have been passed down and 
the girls wore them to kick 
off the new year! 

We are also offering unique learning experiences by expanding our curriculum to 
include an Aviation Academy in collaboration with The Ohio State University and OSU 
airport. Students in the aviation academy will get to explore multiple aspects of the 
aviation industry. By the end of this year-long academy, students can earn college credit, 
a drone remote pilot license and be prepared to take the written test to be a pilot.

WORTHINGTON SCHOOLS 
LAUNCHES AVIATION ACADEMY

Anne Yano (Special Education Assistant at Sutter Park) poses 
with her mom Martha Mickey (Colonial Hills Librarian).



W O R T H I N G T O N  
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TJ Cusick • Treasurer/CFO

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
from the Treasurer

DISTRICT RECEIVES CLEAN AUDIT 
AWARD FROM STATE AUDITOR

Worthington Schools was awarded the Auditor of State Award with 
Distinction for a clean audit report. It is the highest form of recognition 
in the area of government accounting and financial reporting, signifying 
Worthington’s commitment to responsible fiscal management.

Our facilities 
task force has 
been hard at 
work engaging 
the community to review Phase 2 of our Master Facilities Plan. 
Although this reinvestment in our facilities will necessitate a 
future bond issue request, the district has substantial debt that 
will be paid off in the coming years which should allow us to 
offset some or all of any actual increase to the current tax rate.

I hope you will take part in the upcoming community facility 
meetings and surveys. Your feedback is critical to decisions 
being made regarding our long-term financial plan. I also invite 
you to stop and see our middle schools and what your generous 
reinvestment looks like. It's truly amazing and well Worth it!

What an exciting time to be a part of Worthington Schools! 
Construction is wrapping up on our major middle school projects. 
New buses are traveling our roads. Every student now has access 
to their own Chromebook for the year. Fall sports are being 
played with updated equipment, and our band and orchestra are 
playing on new instruments. All of this was generously funded 
through voter support of the 2018 bond issue.  

We recognize that challenges still remain. The Fair School 
Funding Plan, while mostly adopted into the biennial state 
budget, does not provide meaningful state funding increases to 
our district. Thanks to voter support of our incremental operating 
levy in 2018, along with COVID relief funding from the federal 
government, our district is in excellent financial shape for the near 
term. However, like most suburban districts, our fund balance will 
erode over time and we will need to return to voters for additional 
operating revenue to maintain our current programming.  

@WorthingtonSchools @wcsdistrict

@worthingtonschools worthington-schools


